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HELIVERED « AT TH pon cueen IN BOST ON, 
APRIL: 8, 1776, 
| On the Retaterhent i the Remains of the late 
“Most WorsuipFuL GRAND-MASTER 
JOSEPH WARREN, Esquire; 
Presipenr of the late CO NG RESS of this Colony, 
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Majon-Generat of the MASSACHUSETTS FORCES ; 


Who-Avas Slain in the Battle of BUNKER’s-HILL, 


GFUNE 17, 1775: 
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ParNTED, AND TO BE SOLD BY je GILL, in QUEEN-STREET. 


“ts Bofton, April 5, 1776. : 
: Brother Peruz Morrow, ‘ 
f Ry 


your audience. Tam, your affectionate brother, 
‘‘and humble fervant, 
JOSEPH WEBB, D.G.M. 
To PEREZ MORTON, Efq;> Watertown.) 101° Fs 


Watertown, April 6, 1776. 


other, Officers ofthe Grand Lodge, and-thanks them for the bonar doze 
him in their requefting him to pronounce an ORATION tn the re-tnterment 
of the late Grand Mafter.; and gives for anfwer, that he will endeavor to pre- 


pear, than his want of abilities for fo important an undertaking, and the fhortnefe 
of time given him to prepare in. | PEREZ MORTON. 


To the Right Worfhipful JOSEPH WEBB, D.\G. Mafter, BOSTON.. 
Council-Chamber, Bo/on, April 8, 17964 
AT a'Meeting of the Grand Lodge, and a numerous body of’ Free and 
Accepted Mafons, aftcr the re-interment of our Moft Worfhipful Grand 


Matter, JOSEPH WARREN,: Ef; who was flain in the battle of 
Bunker’s-Uill, Fune 17, 1775. 


In the Chair, the Right Worfhipful’JOSEPH WEBB, D. -G: Mi 
O TED, That our Brothers Paul Revere, Edward Proctor, and 
Stephen Bruce; be’a committee.to wait on our brother Perez Morton, 
Efg; and prefent our moft cordial thanks, for his ORATION delivered this 
afternoon, and requett:a’cony thereof for-the prefs. ee 
Atteftt, WILLIAM HOSKINS, G. Secr’y. 
BRETHREN, 


Hy RoM that duty, which I owe to the Lodge, I am conftrained to comply 
A with yonr requef? ; and shail urge no other apology for the defects of the 


performarce. than the very hort time that was given me to prepare it in, added 


exalted character of the fubjedt of it. Iam, with due refpect, 
your. moit affeGtionate brother, 
PEREZ MORTON. 
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i AM requefted by the Brethren of the Grand Lodge, to beg the 

i favor of you to pronounce an ORATION on Monday next;‘at the | 
re-interment.of our late Grand Mafter JOSEPH WARREN, Efq; which | 
I doubt not you will petform with credit‘to ‘yourfelf and fatisfaction to | 


4 Rees MORTON prefents bis refpets to Brother WEBB, and the 


pare bim/elf, and bas no other apology to urge for any deficiencies, that may ap- 


to my myjt fincere wifes of havirg been. better able to have done juftice to the 
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ILLUSTRIOUS RELICKS! 


HAT Tidings from the Grave ! Why haft thou left the : 

peaceful Manfions of the Tomb, to vifit again this y 

troubled Earth! Art thou the welcome Meffenger of Ly 

Peace! Art thou rifen again to exhibit thy glorious a 

‘Wounds, and thro’ them proclaim Salvation to thy Country! Or i 
art thou come to demand that laft ‘Debt of Humanity, to which 1 
your Rank and Merit have fo juftly entitled you—but which has 
been fo long ungeneroufly withheld! And art thou angry at the 
barbarous ufage ? Be appeafed, fweet Ghoft! For tho’ thy Body 
“has long laid undiftinguifhed among the vulgar Dead, f{carce prive- 
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“leged with Paik erobgh TS hide it from ‘the ds | 
: not a kindred Tear was dropt, tho’ not a friendly Sab was ene 
~ o'er thy Grave ; and tho’ the Exccrations ofan impious Foe, were all 
thy Funeral Knells ; yet matchlefs Patriot! thy Memory has been 
embalmed in the Affeions of thyzgrateful Countrymen ; who in 


their Breaft have raifed eternal Monuments to thy Bravery + 


But let us teave the beloved. Remains, ahd contemplate for a 
Moment, thofe Virtues of the Man, the Exercife of. which have fo 
defervedly etideared him to the honeft among the Great, and the 

_ Good among the humble. 


In the private Walks of Li fe, he was 4 Patteth for Man- 
kind.—The Tears of her, to. whom the. World's indebted for fo 
much Virtue, are filent Heralds ‘ofhis filial Piety: While his tender 

“Offspring, in lifping out their Father's Care, proclaim his parential 
Affection : And an ADAMS can witnels with how much Zeal 
he loved, where he had formed, the facred Connettion of a Fr iend ;— 
their kindred Souls were fo clofely twined, that both fele one Joy, 
both one Affliion. In. Converfation be had the happy Talent 
of addrefling his Subjeét both to the Und erftanding 2 and the Paffions ; 
from the one he forced Convidtion, from the other he ftole 
Affents 


He was bref with a Complacency af Dilpofition, and 1 Roe 


himity of Temper, which peculiarly endeared him 0 his Friends ; ‘ 
and 
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and which, added to the Deportment of the Gentleman, command- 


ed Reverence and: Efteem even from his Enemies. 
SucH was the tender Senfidility of his Soul, that be need but 


ce Diftrefs to fecl it, aud contribute to its Relief—He was deaf to 
the Calls of Intercit - even in the Courfe of his Profeffion ; and 
wherever he beheld an indigent Objet, which claimed his healing 
Skill, he adminiftred it, without even the Hope of any other Re- 
ward, than that which refulted from the Reflection of having fo 
far promoted the Happinefs of his Fellow Men. 


In the /ocia!, Departments of Life, praétifing upon the Strength 
of that Doctrine, he ufed fo carneftly to inculcate himfelf, that no- 
thing fo much conduced to. enlighten Mankind, and advance the 
great End of Society at large, as the frequent Interchange of Sen- 
timents, in friendly Mectings ; we Gand him conftantly engaged 
in this eligible Labour ;. but on none did he place fo high a Value, 
as on that mo/? honorable of all detached Societies, THE FREE AND 
ACCEPTED Masons: Into this Fraternity he was early initiated ; 
and after having given repeated Peocds of a rapid Proficiency: in the 
Arts, and after evidencing by his Life, the Profeffions of his Lips— 
finally, as the Reward of ‘his Merit, he was commiflioned the molt 
worfhipful Cranp Master of all the ancient Mafons, thro’ 
North-America.—And you, Brethren, are living Teftimonics, with 
‘how much Honor to himfelf, and Bencfit to the Craft univerfal, he 


difcharged the Dutics of his elevated Traft ; with what fweetend 
Accents 
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Accents he courted your Attention, while with Wi/dom, Strength 
and Beauty, he inftruéted his Lodges in the fecret Arts of Free- 
mafonry ; what perfe& Order and Decorum he preferved in the Go- 
vernment of them ; and in all his Condué, what a bright Example 
he fet us, ¢o live within Compaf:, and ad} upon the Square, 


WiTH what Pleafure did he filence the Wants of poor and pen- 
nylefs Brethren ; yea the Neceflitous every where, tho’ ignorant of 
ihe Myfteries of the Craft, from his Benefattions, felt the happy 
Effeéts of that Inftitution which is founded on Faith, lope and 
Charity. And the World may ceafe to wonder, that he fo readily 
offered up his Life, on the Altar of his Country, when they are 
told, that the main Pillar of Maj/enry, is the Love or MANKIND. 


Tue Fates, as tho’ they would reveal, in the Perfon of our 
GRAND MasTer, thofe Myfteries, which have fo long lain hid 
from the Werld, have foffered him, like the great Mafter-builder in. 
the Temple ef old, co fall by the Hands of Ruffians, and be again 
raifed in Honor and Authority: We fearched in the Field for the 
murdered Son of a Widow, and we found him, by the Turf and 
the. Twig, buried on the Brow of a Hill, tho’ not in a decent 
Grave—And tho’ we muft again commit his Body to the Tomb, 
yet our Breafts. fhall be the Burying Spot of his Majonic Virtues, 


and there 7 
“An adamantine Monument we'll rear,” 
“ With this Infeription,” Mafonry “ hes bere.’— 
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In public Life, the fole Obje& of his Ambition was, to acquire 
the Confcicnce of virtuous Enterprizes ; Amor Patrie was the 
Spring of his Actions, and Mens Confcia Rech was his Guide — 
And on this Security he was, on every Occafion, ready to facrifice 
his Health, his Intereft and his Eafe, to the facred Calls of his 
Country. When the Liberties of America were attacked, he ap- 
peared an early Champion in the Conteft ; and tho’ his Knowledge 
and Abilitics would have infured Riches and Preferment (could he 
have ftoop’d to Proftitution) yet he nobly withftood the fafcinating 
Charm, toffed Fortune back her Plume, and perfued the inflexible 
Purpofe of his Soul, in guiltlefs Competence. 


He fought not the airy Honors of a Name, elfe, many of thofe 


Publications, which in the early Period of our Controverfy ferved. 


to open the Minds of the People, had not appeared anonymous: 
In every time of eminent Danger, his Fellow-Citizens flew to-bim 
for Advice ; like the Orator of Athens, he gave it, and. difpell’d 
their Fears :—Twice did they call him to the Koftrum, to comme- 
morate the Maflacre of their Brethren ; and from that Inftance, in 
perfuafive Language he taught them, net only the dangerous Ten- 
dency, but the aétual Mifchief, of ftationing a Military Force, in a 
free City, ina Time of Peace.—They learnt the profitable Leffon, 


aad pen’d it among their Grievances. 
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But his Abilities were too great, his Deliberations too much 
wanted, to be confined to the Limits of a fingle City, and at a 
Time when our Liberties were moft critically in Danger from the fe- 
cret Machinations and open Affaults of our Enemies, this Town, to 
their lafting Honor, eleéted him to take a Part in the Councils of 
the State.—And with what Faithfulnefs he difcharged the impor- 
tant Delegation, the Negie& of his private Concerns, and his un- 
wearied Attendance on that Betruitment, will fufficiently teftify : 
and the Records of that virtuous Affembly will remain the Tefti- 
monials of his Accomplifiments as a Statefman, and his Integrity 
and Services as a Patriot, thro’ all Pofterity. 


The Congrefs of our Colony could not obferve fo much Virtue 
and Greatnefs without honoring it with the higheft Mark of their 
Favour ; and by the free Suffrages of that uncorrupted Body of 
Freemen, he was foon called to prefide in the Senate.—Where by 3 


his daily Councils and Exertions, he was conftantly promoting the 
great Caufe of General Liberty. 


Eur when he found the Tools of Oppreffion were obftinately 
bent on Violence ; when he found the Vengeance of the Britifh 
Court muft be glutted with Blood ; he determined, that what he 
could not effeét by his Eloquence or his Pen, he would bring to 
Parpofe by his Sword. And on the memorable i9th of April, he 


appeared in the Field, under the united Characters of the General, 
the Soldicr and the Phyfician. 


Here he was feen animating his 
: Countrymen 
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Countrymen to Battle, and fighting by their Side, and there he was 
found admuiniftering healing Comforts to the wounded. And when 
he had repelled the unprovoked Affaults of the Enemy, and 
had driven them back into their Strong-holds, like the virtuous 
Chief of Rome, he returned to the Senate, and prefided again at 
the Councils of the Fathers. 


WHEN the vanquifhed Foe had rallied their difordered Army, ° 


and by the Acquifition of frefh Strength, again prefumed to fight 
againft Freemen ; our Patriot, ever anxious to be, where he could 
do the moft good, again put off the Scnator, and in Contempt of 
Danger flew to the Field of Battle, where, after a fern, and almof 
wictorious Refiftance, ah !.too foon for his Country! he fraled his 


Principles with his Blood —— then— 
“ Freedom wept, that MERIT could not fave,” 
But Warren's Manes “ muff enrich the Grave.” 
Enriched indeed ! And the Heights of Charleffown thall be more 
memorable for thy Fall, than the Plains of 4draham are for that 


of the Hero of Britain. For while he died contending for a fingle 
Country, You fell in the Caufe of Virtue and Mankind. 


| Tre Greatnefs of his Soul fhone even in the Moment of Death; 
for if Fame fpeaks true, in his laft Agonics he met the Infults of 
his barbarous Foe, with his wonted Magnanimity, and with the 


true Spirit of a Soldier, frowned at their Impotence. 
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In Fine, to compleat the great Chara@er like HARRING- 
TON he wrote, like CICERO he fpoke, like HAMPDEN he 
lived, and like WOLFE he died. 


AND can we, my Countrymen, with Indifference behold fo 
much Worth and Valour laid proftrate by the Hand of Britz/p 
Tyranny! And can we ever grafp that Hand in Affection again ? 
—Are we not yet convinced ‘ that he who hunts the Woods for 
Prey, the naked and untutored Indian, is lefs a Savage than the - 
King of Britain” ! Have we not Proofs, wrote in Blood, that the + 
corrupted Nation, from whence we fprang (tho’ there may be fome 
Traces ef their ancient Virtue left) ate ftubbornly fixed on our 
Deftruétion ! And fhall we ftill court a Dependance on fuch a State? 
Stull contend for a Conneétion with thofe, who have forfeited not 
only every kindred Claim, but even their Title to Humanity ! Forbid 
it the Spirit of the brave MonTGomory ! Forbid it the Spirit of 
immortal Warren ! Forbid it the Spirits of all our valiant Coun- 
trymen ! Who fought, bled and died for far different Purpofes ; 
and who would have thought the Purchafe dear indeed! to have — 
paid their Lives for the paltry Boon, of difplacing one Set of Vil- — 
lains in Power, to make Way for another. No. They contend- 
ed for the Eftablifhment of Peace, Liberty and Safety to their Cour- 
try, and we are unworthy to be called their Countrymen, if we 
ftop at any Acpuifition fhort of this. 


An tO AT 1 ON. 


Now is the happy Seafon, 0 feize again thofe Rights, whic has 
Men we are by Nature entitled to, and which by Contra& we never 
have and never could have furrendered :—-But which have been 
repeitedly and violently attackedby the King, Lords and Cominons 
ef Britain. Ought we not then to difclaim forever the forfeited 
Affinity ; and by a timely Amputation of that rotten Limb of the 
Empire, prevent the Mortification of the whole? Ought we not 
to liften to the Voice of our flaughtered Brethren, who are now 


proclaiming aloud to their Country 


Go tell the King, and tel? him from our Spirits, 

That you and Britons can be Friends no more ; 

Tell him to you all Tyrants are the fame : 

Or if in Bonds, the never conquer'd Soul 

Can feel a Pang, more keen than Slavery's self, 

"Tis where the Chains that crufh you into Duff, — 

Ave forg'd by Hands, from which you bop'd for Freedom. 


Yes, we ought and will—We will affert the Blood of our mur- 
dered Hero againft thy hoftile Oppreffions, O fhamelefs Britain ! 
and when ‘‘ thy Cloud-cap'’d Towers, thy gorgeous Palaces” fhail 
by the Teeth of Pride and Folly be levell’d with the Duft—and 
when thy Glory fhall have faded like the Weftern Sunbeam—the 
Name and the Virtues of WARREN hall remain immortal. 
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